PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
On behalf of the Board
of Directors of Kingston
College Old Boys’
Association (Toronto),
I extend greetings and
a warm welcome to
everyone in attendance
tonight. I am extremely
happy that you are able
to join us as we celebrate
the 38th renewal of our
Annual Reunion and Awards banquet. I trust that
you will have a relaxing and fulfilling evening, and
that you will thoroughly enjoy the fine meal and all
the proceedings that follow.

An important item on tonight’s agenda is the
presentation of the President’s Award. I am extremely
happy and proud that we are able to recognize one
of the longest serving teachers currently on staff at
Kingston College, Mrs. Opal Branche. Mrs. Branche
Joined KC in 1972 and has spent her entire teaching
career there. Her impact on the institution and on
the lives of many who sat in her classes (yours truly
included) is immeasurable. Undoubtedly, many of
her former students are present here and I urge them
all to take a moment to say a personal thank you to
Mrs. Branche.

In the tough economy we face these days I know
how challenging it can be to consistently assist us in
supporting Kingston College. Yet you do; and for
that we are very grateful. Your support has helped
us to continue our contribution to a much needed
lunch and breakfast program at KC along with a
number of other programs to which we contribute
financially throughout the year. In October of this
year we were also able to purchase and supply KC
with equipment valued at more than CA$5000 for
the recently refurbished chemistry lab. Over the next
few years our focus will be on making significant
contributions to the expansion of the Douglas
Forrest Building on the North Street campus. This
expansion will provide, among other things, much
needed additional classroom space for sixth formers.
In recent times, this shortage of classroom space has
seen qualified KC students asked to seek admission to
sixth form at other schools.
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Finally, I thank the members of the KCOBA
(Toronto) Board of Directors for their commitment
and dedication. They are the ones responsible for
organizing this event and making it the success that
it is. I especially recognize and applaud the efforts
of Life directors Eddie Patterson, Alex Francis, and
Ruddy Hart, for their unyielding commitment and
dedication. Their true Fortis spirit is an inspiration to
many, including myself. To the rest of the Kingston
College family, and to all our friends, supporters and
well-wishers I thank you all for attending this event
and wish for you a wonderful evening.
FORTIS CADERE CEDERE NON POTEST
Lawrence Prendergast

MESSAGE FROM THE CONSUL GENERAL
I extend warm
congratulations to the
executive team and
members of the Kingston
College Old Boys’
Association (Toronto
Chapter) on this your
38th Annual Reunion
& Awards Banquet. Year
after year, the support
you give to your Alma
Mater has done much to enhance the quality of
learning and the well-being of the students and
educators at Kingston College and to maintain its
high standard of educational service to our nation.
The budgetary support given by the Government
of Jamaica to schools meets basic needs such as staff
salaries, provision and maintenance of the school
plant, the provision of furniture and supplies and
the paying of utility bills. Other facilities such as
your sports programmes, the building of modern
science laboratories, giving special scholarships and
assistance to students and even special incentives
to staff members for extra curricula activities need
the support of the Alumni Associations. Much
recognition must be given to your executive team
who faithfully plan these and other fund-raising events
each year to support the programmes in your school.

As we look forward to celebrating Jamaica’s 50th year
of Independence in 2012, please bear this important
landmark in mind as you plan toward your Gala for
next year. There will also be a Grand Home-coming
of Jamaicans from overseas in 2012 and I encourage
you to start planning early for your visit to Jamaica.
You may visit Jamaica50.ca and comehomejamaica.
com for more information on these events.
As you meet to reunite with old friends and
recall the fond memories you shared at Kingston
College together, may I wish for you an enjoyable
and successful evening. I thank all the organizers,
sponsors, supporters and volunteers who helped put
together this wonderful event. May we all open our
hearts and give generously, so that Kingston College
can continue to flourish. Enjoy your dinner, dancing
and socializing in true Jamaican style!
Seth George Ramocan
Consul General
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Message from
Kingston College Old Boys Association
(Jamaica)
Chemistry Lab, and the long overdue repair of
the Cricket Nursery which have all enhanced the
aesthetics of the school as well as the students’
morale. The boys continue to do well academically
and this year’s performance in the CSEC & CAPE
Examinations has put KC among the top achievers
in the island. However, students are still being
refused acceptance at the Sixth Form level due to
inadequate space. For a number of years, there have
been discussions re the expansion of the Douglas
Forrest Building for the sixth formers and other
administrative purposes. It is time we all put our
efforts together to make this project a reality.

On behalf of the
KCOBA Jamaica, I
want to congratulate
the Toronto Chapter on
this your 38th Annual
Reunion & Awards
Banquet. As usual, it
will be successful and
this is due to the hard
work and commitment
of the Fortis Fraternity
in Toronto. The person you have selected for an
award, Mrs. Opal Branche, is most deserving as she
has contributed significantly to the improvement of
Kingston College. We in Jamaica look forward to the
strengthening of the bond between us and continue
to work closely in the interest of our Alma Mater.

Again congratulations and we look forward to our
continued collaboration in the year 2012.
Fortis Forever
Dr. Ray Fraser

Over the past year, a number of projects have been
started; namely the Sports Pavilion, Sports Field,

CONGRATULATIONS to the TORONTO CHAPTER of
THE KINGSTON COLLEGE OLD BOYS’ ASSOCIATION
on your 38TH ANNUAL REUNION & AWARDS BANQUET

Dr. Derick A. Watson, B.Sc.; M.B.A.; D.C.
PREVENTIVE HEALTH MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT

Health & Fitness Assessment
Sports Injuries – Muscle/Joint Pain
Orthopedic Supplies & Nutritional Supplements
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Message from
Kingston College Old Boys Association
(Florida)
KCOBA Toronto, through its leadership, has
continued to be the beacon from the north
enriching the lives of the present boys at KC.
Heartiest congratulations on your continued
dedication and fortitude in this regard.

The Challenge
Continues…
It is already a year
since the last Re-union
Banquet for KCOBA
Toronto. Now in your
38th year the challenge
continues to enhance
the educational product
that is Kingston
College.

This report would be remiss if I did not also
congratulate you on the excellent choice of
honouree for 2011. Mrs. Opal Branche has worked
tirelessly to revolutionize the teaching of Chemistry
at KC and I personally am so proud of the excellent
results each year. Thank you Mrs. Branche!!

There is little doubt that the austere economic times
have made it even more difficult to raise funds.
Here-in lies the challenge to find creative ways to
appeal to all our supporters to dig deep to finance
the academic and extra-curricula programs at both
the Clovelly and Melbourne Park campuses of KC.

KCOBA Florida wishes our brothers in Toronto all
the best for a successful Re-union Banquet.
Fortis Always,
Ivor Nugent

We have a great and enviable history inundated with
numerous examples of Old boys, parents, teachers
and well-wishers who have given of cash and kind
to ensure success at our alma mater and we must do
the same.
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Message from
Kingston College Old Boys Association
(Georgia)
I hope you have an evening of warm celebrations
and a very successful awards banquet. I wish you all
success in the year ahead and look forward to your
chapter’s continued support of our beloved alma
mater, Kingston College.

It is with great pleasure that I send warmest
greetings to the Toronto chapter of the KC Old
Boys’ Association from the KC Old Boys in Atlanta,
Georgia. Congratulations to my classmate Lawrence
Prendergast in your 2nd term as President, and the
rest of the members of the Toronto board.

Anthony A. Williams
President
KCOBA, Georgia

As you host another Reunion and Awards Banquet,
let us all celebrate and reflect on our continued
support for our alma mater, Kingston College. Our
collective efforts to assist the Kingston College
community have made its mark on the institution
and we will continue to play our part as we continue
in our efforts to shape future leaders coming out of
KC. In this regard, your chapter has been a leader
in bringing those efforts to reality and you must be
commended.
The needs of KC are many but the resources are
limited. Yet KC like so many other schools has no
choice but to work with the available resources
to survive from year to year. This has placed a
tremendous burden on the relevant stakeholders
including teachers, administrators and parents.
The end result is that the boys receive less than they
deserve. Despite these challenges, it must be noted
that the purple flag always flies high and our fortis
spirit is never yielding.
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Message from
Kingston College Old Boys Association
(New York)
On behalf of KCOBA
USA Inc., I offer sincerest
CONGRATULATIONS
to KCOBA Toronto,
on this the 38th
anniversary of your
association. I also offer
special congratulations
to President Prendergast
and the other officers
who have been
dedicated soldiers of the association over the years.
Your consistent guidance has been instrumental in
keeping the Toronto chapter functional and therefore
maintaining support of Kingston College and its
many programs. Indeed the spirit of volunteerism
that gives one the drive to serve above and beyond
the call of duty is in unison with the principles
of Bishop Gibson, founding father of our great
alma mater.

well documented. Visiting and providing updates
on former Principal John McNabb during his illness
and subsequent passing earlier this year is but one
example of your deep commitment to the large
Kingston College family.
Our close working relationship has seen both
chapters collaborate on projects in the past and, as
the newly elected President of the New York chapter,
I am committed to fostering this partnership. Indeed,
by combining our efforts we can continue to be
contributors to the shaping of future generations of
young men who enter Kingston College for their
secondary school education.
Blessings & Happy 38th Anniversary
FORTIS!
Rainford ‘Perry’ Bloomfield
President
KCOBA USA Inc.

The Toronto chapter has not only served Kingston
College and its students but your involvement in the
Jamaican community in the greater Toronto area is

New Commandment Ministries
112 Sexton Cres., Toronto, ON M2H 2L6
East of Don Mills Rd., Off McNicoll
Mid week worship service & mediation on
Tuesdays 7:00 –8:00 P.M.

Tel: 416-756-3401

Rev. • Dr. Clive Belnavis • Minister
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Message from
Woodburn Miller Chairman KCDTF
include the establishment of a Computer Lab
on the Melbourne Park Campus in 2002; the
refurbishing of the Computer Lab in the Douglas
Forrest Building in 2005; the restoration of the St
Augustine Chapel after damage by hurricane Dean
in 2008 and the conversion of the Old Art Room at
Melbourne Park into an E-learning Centre in 2009.

The Kingston College Development Trust Fund
is grateful for the invitation for a message in the
2011 Souvenir Magazine of the Toronto KCOBA.
Congratulations to President Prendergast and
the other members of the Board on their election
to serve the noble cause of the development of
Kingston College. A commitment to this cause is
both an obligation and a privilege for all who have
been influenced by our beloved Alma Mater.

Many thanks to those who have contributed over
the years. These are listed in the Annual Reports.
However, the future effectiveness of the Trust Fund
will depend on the commitment and fulfillment of
a pledge by the Old Boys Associations, including
Toronto, to make an annual contribution for a
given number of years and also for the recruitment
of a band of faithful old boys and friends to do the
same. The Directors of the Fund are committed
to continue to be accountable and transparent in its
management.

The KCDTF welcomes every opportunity to
remind the KC family and friends of the vision
which created the Fund in 1987, which was to
build an inviolate capital endowment, the earnings
from which would provide funding for important
developmental projects identified by the School
Board. It has been a struggle to maintain this vision
but all our supporters are proud of what has been
achieved so far.

Best wishes to the Toronto Old Boys as they plan
for their 38th Annual Reunion and Banquet.
FORTIS !

The 2011 Annual Report of the Trust Fund
indicated that the important milestone of Fifty
Thousand Dollars ($US) for the Capital Fund
would be reached. It is gratifying to confirm that
this target was accomplished and that growth
has been taking place while many developmental
projects have been executed over the years. These

Woodburn D. Miller
Chairman
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Opal Branche
Fortis-to-the-bone Chemistry Teacher Extraordinaire
By Patrick Dallas and Cedric Lazarus
If, according to John
Keats, Sir Isaac Newton
“destroyed the poetry
of the rainbow by
reducing it to a prism”,
then it could be said of
Opal Branche that she
destroyed many fears of
chemistry by bringing
back art to its teaching.
In a period when results
in science and mathematics have left much to be
desired, Mrs. Branche - blessed with the skill to
connect the dots and the easy lyrics to explain the
science of matter - has faithfully continued to carry
aloft her Florence Nightingale lantern through
the labyrinths, leading many of us to a better
understanding of science, in general, and chemistry,
in particular. In her own quiet, unobtrusive and
expert way, she has also been adroitly inculcating
an indelible appreciation of the importance of
science and technology in national development. A
chemistry teacher extraordinaire, Opal Branche is
also purple-blooded; Fortis to the bone!

Before UWI, though, she had been a student at the
Queen’s School, where she had attended chemistry
classes guided by Mr. Joseph Earle, who was then
a stalwart at Kingston College. At Queen’s Opal’s
chemistry classes had to be set outside of standard
class time to accommodate Mr. Earle’s schedule.
However, she had gained such a quick and easy love
for the subject that the inconvenience bothered her
little and, if anything, only encouraged her to work
harder at understanding the properties, structure,
composition, behaviour, reactions, interactions and
the changes matter undergoes. She reflects on those
heady days when the thirst for knowledge was so
exciting and her class of Queen’s girls considered
themselves so special to be meandering through
terrains in science considered to be the rightful
domains of their male counterparts.
It was the same Mr. Earle who later in 1972
recommended Opal Young to then KC principal,
Rev E. Don Taylor, who had gone to UWI on a
recruitment drive. Opal’s interview with the KC
headmaster was successful and she was offered a job
at ‘The College’. She was about to join a Chemistry
Department at Kingston College headed by her
former teacher, Joseph Earle.

To understand the last statement, we have to travel
back a little in time. Looking like one who had
imbibed more than her fair share from the fountain
of youth, Opal Branched arrived at Kingston
College in 1972 as “Miss Young”. The third of
six children born to Rev. Alva Thomas Young and
his wife, Lillet, Opal was, then, just exploring a
career in the teaching of her great love, chemistry.
Armed with a degree in the natural sciences (with
a major in chemistry and a minor in zoology), she
was coming straight out of the University of the
West Indies (UWI), and, while she might not have
realized it then, she was actually going home to teach.

So it was that in 1972 this young (pun intended!),
dynamic and attractive teacher turned up at
KC in an era when the mini-skirt was still
obstinately holding its own against the rise of
Black Nationalism, which was then preaching a
gospel embroidered in a more modest and notso-haute couture culture; her attractive and very
youthful looks easily combined with a classroom of
adolescent boys to make a potentially explosive mix.
Miss Young had to learn quickly how to control that
reaction and get those young men to concentrate on
12

exploring the central science of chemistry beyond
those initial sparks of youthful excitement. To her
great credit, Miss Young did not only manage to do
this, but she accomplished it with an aplomb that
belied her tender age and minimal experience.

Opal Branche is, thus, one of KC’s longest serving
teachers in the past 50 years. Although her
wonderful genes continue to present her as a woman
much younger than the years she has seen, she is
due to retire in 2012, having spent nearly 40 years
teaching KC boys. Over those 4 decades she has
Those who knew her then insist that they are not
been accepted as a master teacher and regarded by
just being ‘Monday morning quarter-backs’ when
her peers as one of the best chemistry teachers in
they assert that they always knew Opal would have
the entire island and one of the best ever to teach
fitted easily into the KC culture and go on quickly to the subject at KC. She had the exceptional skill of
become a true Fortis. Indeed, it is their further claim making chemistry exciting and easy to understand
that her life had long reflected the Fortis motto
and her outstanding GCE and CXC results over
and the job offer by Rev Don Taylor was really an
the years have been well documented and speak
invitation to come home. She was readily accepted
for themselves. Her excellence as a teacher and
by the KC family and soon developed a great
her dedication to the development of KC over the
rapport with the boys, many of whom regarded her years prompted the KCOBA New York Chapter to
as a mentor and a big sister; some accepting this
honour her at its Annual Dinner in 1999.
designation more reluctantly than others, of course.
As early as 1975, she had cemented her place as the Some of the outstanding science students she taught
star female player on the staff ’s team in the annual
in her tenure include Dwayne Rowe, Mark Young
staff versus Sixth Form football match, held on the
(winner of the Jamaica Scholarship in 1990) Garth
last day of the school year.
McDonald, Chully Bogle, Adrian Nembhard,
Winston Stewart and Dayne Ashman (winner of
To improve her pedagogical skills, she took a year’s
the Jamaica Scholarship in 2006). She also taught
study leave in 1976 and successfully read for her
Paul Reese and Sean McDowell both of whom are
Diploma in Education (Dip. Ed) at UWI. It was
now professors of chemistry at UWI’s Mona and
in 1976 too that Opal Young went out on a limb
Cave Hill Campus’, respectively. And, of course,
and became Mrs. Opal Branche. Needless to say,
there are the scores of other students, who, as a
this status change would have assassinated many an result of benefitting from Mrs. Branche’s tutelage,
adolescent dream, but KC was happy to welcome
developed a passion for chemistry and went on to
back an even more confident Mrs. Opal Branche in become engineers, doctors, dentists, veterinarians
the Chemistry Department in 1977. KC was then
and bio-chemists. She recalls that the boys in one
to benefit from thirty-three unbroken years of high- of her classes in the early 1990s would always give
quality teaching from Mrs. Branche, who was that
her a standing ovation at the end of each session, in
constant in the Chemistry Department, producing
appreciation of the manner in which she delivered
excellent results year after year. There was another
the material. This she proudly presents as one of the
hiatus, however, in the year 2000, when, in her
highlights of her teaching career.
continual pursuit of excellence, she again took study
leave to pursue a diploma in School Administration As one who has been at KC for such a long time, she
and Management at the Mico University College.
would also have other memories. For instance, she
remembers a group of boys in a class in the 1980s as
one of her failures, in that she was not able – despite
all her efforts – to motivate them to want to do well
in chemistry. Indeed, it was even worse as they were
also notorious cheaters who copied from each other
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Opal Branche (continued)
Opal Branche accepting an award from former student and
now professor Paul Reese in 2004

junior members of the chemistry department, which
boasted such stalwarts as Mr. Earle, Mr. Desai and
Miss Irene Morck. In such lustrous company, Opal
and Sonia were able to develop and hone their skills
as teachers and administrators, and were capable
and ready to continue the smooth management of
the chemistry department when that task fell on
their shoulders. In 1988, Opal Branche was there
to take over the reins and become the head of KC’s
chemistry department.
If one were to confine this article to Opal Branche’s
achievements as a teacher of chemistry at Kingston
College, the limitation imposed by space would
still be a real challenge. Of far greater consequence,
though, would be the disservice that would have
been done to the subject. Simply put, to Kingston
College, Opal Branche has always been much more
than just a chemistry teacher. She stands out as
someone who gets involved in all aspects of KC,
and one who is totally committed to ‘The College’.
She has been an outstanding department head,
supported by very loyal, dedicated and committed
staff members, with whom she enjoys the most
excellent rapport. Opal’s staff speak glowingly of her
leadership, highlighting her keen interest in their
personal welfare and development and her sharp
intellect in guiding them. Not surprisingly,
Mrs. Branche was also instrumental in setting up
the Staff Club at KC to promote social activities
among the staff, improve amenities and raise those
discussions important to developing an enhanced
working environment. To quote a long-time
colleague of Opal Branche at KC, former VicePrincipal Helen Douglas, “Enough can never be
said about Opal’s involvement in the life of KC and
her commitment to the KC family. Not only is she
an excellent teacher – and the results are there for
everyone to see – but Mrs. Branche’s stay at KC has
been characterized by her deep love for the school,
which is further reflected in her involvement across

in every chemistry test. Once when she was naïve
enough to enquire from the boys why they always
cheated in her tests and exams, she was further
shocked by the matter-of-fact response that they
had no other choice since they had not studied for
the exam but would certainly like to pass it! In one
particular test, in response to a simple question, half
of the class wrote “Oxygen green lights a glowing
splint” after one boy, who had erroneously written
that in his notes had repeated it on his answer sheet,
from which it was quickly, confidently and quietly
copied to go viral! The expected answer should
have been: “Oxygen relights a glowing splint”. Mrs.
Branche chuckled as she recalled. “Well, it could
have been worse; the first person could have written
‘oxygen relights a glowing spliff ’!” Fortunately,
though, for Mrs. Branche, occurrences like those
were more like anomalies; the pleasant memories are
much, much greater in number.
Opal was not the only young female chemistry
teacher to arrive at KC in 1972, as joining her
in the department that year was her very close
friend, Sonia Donaldson, who was also coming
from UWI. Up to the time Sonia Donaldson
left KC in the 1980s, she and Opal were almost
inseparable. Throughout the 1970s they were the
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the board. She is seen as a mentor by both the boys
and her staff. She is selfless and considers the welfare
of others before hers.”

This, in Opal’s view, has very serious implications
for national development, and should be addressed
with haste.

As a true Fortis, Opal is also one of KC’s most
ardent fans, lending her cheering voice and
moral support to everything in which the school
participates, from debating and Schools’ Challenge
Quiz to cricket, football and track and field; from
performances by the Chapel Choir and the Cadet
Corps to table tennis, hockey, basketball and rugby.
She cheers victories; but also values her role as a
motivator and cherishes the opportunity to help
develop character in adolescent males on their way
to making the transition to manhood.
Mrs. Branche bemoans the fact that nowadays many
students - not only at KC, but across the island - are
shunning chemistry simply because they think that
it is a very difficult subject. She stridently decries
the rise of ‘lost ones’ who hold onto the misguided
philosophy that “we cannot fail it if we don’t do it”.

After nearly forty years in teaching, Opal Branche
remains anxious that more needs to be done to help
students to do better in the sciences. Undoubtedly,
Kingston College has been fortunate for the time
she has spent there passing on more than just the
teaching of chemistry. Teachers with her experience,
pedagogical skills and dedication to the profession
are rare, and the entire KC family will hate to see
her go. For now, though, we continue to count our
lucky stars, while we pause to salute our own primus
inter pares.
Fortis Cadere Cedere Non Potest.
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Neville (Mussie) Gray with retrieved spout on the steps of Hardie House.

How I
			 Remember

HARDIE
		HOUSE
Neville “Mussie” Gray
		
(class of 1947)

in order to exercise his dogs. But he did so only when
classes were in session.

Do you remember Hardie House which burned
down some years ago? If you do, allow me to share
some of my own memories; but be forewarned that
mine pre-date my leaving K.C. in 1947 but go as far
as 1955. In other words, I am an old, old boy boy!
Nuff said.

On the other hand, if we students wanted to retrieve
a cricket ball or a football or to raid the mango tree,
we had to make sure that the dogs were not around
to defend their territory. To accomplish any of these,
we organised a group to get the dogs’ attention whilst
we took advantage of the distraction to jump the
fence and retrieve our spoils!

It was in Hardie House that, for two years as a sixth
former, I learned Compulsory Oral French under
Madame Power from France for my Higher Schools
Certificate; and it has helped me tremendously to
survive in the province of Quebec for the last
50–odd years!

As enrolment increased from 180 boys in 1940,
additional classroom space was needed. Archbishop
Hardie was very instrumental in enabling the School
to acquire the building in 1941. It was duly named
Hardie House to honour him. It was renovated in
order to provide the necessary classrooms. Those
earliest classrooms accommodated the Preparatory
School and Forms 2A/2B on the ground floor, and a
partial Masters’ Study with Sixth Forms on the upper
floor. A room at the corner of the building, opposite
the Chapel, was too small for classes and was given to
the Cub Pack and Scout Troop as their meeting place.

My first and earliest acquaintance with Hardie
House was as a nine year old in January, 1940. The
building and property at that time was known as the
Kingston Parish Church Rectory. It was separated
from Clovelly Park, the school grounds, by a low
metal fence, the purpose of which was to keep out
intruders. However, Father Bateman, who was the
resident Parish Church priest at the time, had free
rein to enter the school grounds, and he did so often
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as was predicted, but was destroyed by fire many
years later, leaving only the front steps and railings as
evidence of its former existence.

It was in the mid-fifties that I assumed the position
of Scoutmaster. When it was strongly recommended
in 1955 that the building was to be demolished in
the summer, the Scouts agreed that they needed
a souvenir to remember their den and Hardie
House. That item was to be the non- functioning
rain spout on the roof above the den with the date
“1810”plainly visible on it.

The pictures with this recollection of mine will,
hopefully, help recall what Hardie House once looked
like and, perhaps, kindle/ trigger your own memories
from a different era.

Accordingly, after our last Church Parade service
before summer holidays, we “bribed’ Christie
Francis, our affable grounds keeper, to lend us the
tallest ladder available so that we could get up to the
roof. He did not ask why and what for nor did we
volunteer a reason.
As a passionate photographer who believed in
recording potential historic events, I took pictures of
the occasion before and after removing the 1810 rain
spout – of which the accompanying pictures were
only a part.
I was unaware of what became of our souvenir
trophy, as I left Jamaica in 1955. Edward “Bumpy”
Clarke, Headboy 1954 – who was the initial
custodian - later died in England while studying at
Oxford University. The building was not demolished

The spout (intact) on Hardie House. Note the year “1810.”

Neville (Mussie) Gray leading the Scout Troop before Hardie House

Scouts, the late Edward (Bumpy) Clarke, Patrick Johnson with the spout.
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RAYMOND HARVEY, O.D.

Order of Distinction
Ray Harvey (right) with his former classmate, Lyndie Headley (left).

of his alma mater, Kingston College, where he
served as an advisor and coach.
Ray was voted the youngest president of the
Jamaica Amateur Athletic Association at age 25
and served from 1971-1975. In that capacity, he
became involved in the development of, and played
a key role in, the forward movement of Jamaica’s
Track and Field athletics. As an administrator, he
became Meet Director of The Comet Relays in
1985 and over the next three decades transformed
the meet into the well-respected and efficiently
run powerhouse that the Milo Western Relays has
become today.

Raymond Harvey has been involved in Jamaica’s
track and field athletics since 1962 when, as a
schoolboy, he became a member of Jamaica’s team
to the 9th Central American and Caribbean Games
held in Kingston.

He has also been Meet Director of the Gibson
Relays since 2002 and Meet Manager for the
Jamaica International Invitational and the National
Junior and Senior Championships. He was also
At Boys’ Champs, he broke both the Class 1 and
Class 2 high hurdles records competing for Kingston the Meet Manager for the highly acclaimed and
very successful IAAF World Junior Championships
College, and later received a track scholarship to
held in Kingston in 2002. He was the Competition
the University of Nebraska. While at Nebraska,
Director for the equally successful CARIFTA Games
he became captain of the track team and broke
numerous school and conference records in the high held in Montego Bay in 2011. Ray has been Team
Leader for numerous national teams to CARIFTA
and low hurdles. In 1966, he set the World Record
Games, CAC Games, Commonwealth Games, and
for 60 yards low hurdles with a time of 6.70 secs.
Indoor World Championships.
He graduated in 1967 with a B.Sc. degree in
Business Administration, majoring in Finance.

Ray’s athletic experience has not gone unnoticed;
he’s frequently asked to perform as an expert Track
and Field analyst for radio and television at track
meets staged locally.

Ray became a member of Jamaica’s National
Track and Field team and competed in the
Commonwealth Games in Kingston; the Pan
American Games in Edmonton and the CAC
Games in Puerto Rico, where he earned a silver
medal in 1966. Having retired from competitive
athletics, Ray returned to Jamaica and placed his
knowledge and athletics proficiency at the disposal

He has consistently played a role in finding funds
to assist athletes in need and has mentored and
coached young Jamaican athletes as well as assisting
others in obtaining track scholarships to universities
in the United States of America.
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One of his greatest contributions to Jamaica’s Track
and Field programme is the huge improvement in
the quality of Western Jamaica’s Track meets, which
now attracts the majority of Jamaica’s outstanding
athletes. This improvement has resulted from his
insistence that officials who run meets are trained
and suitably qualified.
It is as a result of Ray’s determination and insistence
on staging quality meets that the Government
finally saw it fit to reward his efforts by providing
Montego Bay and Western Jamaica with a World
Class 400m Mondo track in 2001 and the stadium
at Catherine Hall, which was finally completed
last year.
Ray has dedicated his life to assisting, encouraging
and motivating young athletes to develop to their
fullest potential by becoming, not only model
athletes and students, but model citizens as well.
In light of this stalwart contribution to the
development of youth and track and field in Jamaica
the Government has seen it fit to recognise his
sterling contribution by awarding him with “The
Order of Distinction.”

CONGRATULATIONS on your

38th ANNUAL REUNION
and to the HONOUREE!

CHARLES A. MOO (1953)
Boston, Massachusetts, U,S,A.
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BISHOP DON TAYLOR’S GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
THE DIOCESE of JAMAICA &
THE CAYMAN ISLANDS PRESS RELEASE

The Right Reverend E. Don Taylor, an Old Boy of
Kingston College and a former headmaster celebrated
the fiftieth anniversary of his ordination to the Sacred
Priesthood at celebrations to mark the occasion over
the weekend of October 7th – 9th 2011. The Lord
Bishop of Jamaica and the Cayman Islands celebrated
his fiftieth anniversary with Bishop Taylor. They
were both ordained Deacons at the same time on St.
Matthew’s Day 1960; a year later they were ordained
to the Sacred Priesthood.
Bishop Taylor was ordained as Deacon and Priest
by his former headmaster and mentor, the Right
Reverend Percival William Gibson D.D. He
has served at St. Mary’s Church, Molynes Road,
Kingston; at Kingston College as headmaster; and
later in the United States where, for fifteen years,
he was the Vicar Bishop for New York City. He
returned to Jamaica in June of 2009 to become the
Rector of the historic Kingston Parish Church where
he now serves.
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The celebrations were directed by a committee
under the chairmanship of Mr. Oliver Clarke,
the Managing Director of the Gleaner Company
Limited. The events included a Black Tie Dinner
at the Jamaica Pegasus Hotel on October 7th; a
Diocesan Mass of Thanksgiving on October 8th
at the Kingston Parish Church, and both Bishops
offered their own personal thanksgiving at a special
Eucharist on October 9th 2011.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2010 - 2011

Lawrence Prendergast
President

Clive Golding
Vice President

Everard Hoo
Treasurer

Oliver Lopez
Secretary

Lance Seymour
Director

Wayne Stephens
Director

Norman Wallace
Director

Clive Foster
Public Relations

Alex Francis
Life Director

Dale Keizs
Life Director

Eddie Patterson
Life Director

Ruddy Hart
Life Director

Missing photograph:
Jermaine Cowey,
Assistant Secretary

Dr. Frederick
“Buddy” McIntosh
Life Director
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programme
Master of Ceremonies:

K Churchill Neita Q.C

National Anthems:

Lee-Anne Lyon-Bartley

Grace:

Rev. Dr. Clive Belnavis

President’s Award:
Introduction by:
Vote of Thanks:
Performance:

Opal Branche
Dr. Reginald Smith
Vice President Clive Golding
Saxophonist Dave McLaughlin

MENU
Mixed Field Greens with Maple Balsamic Vinaigrette
***
Grilled Boneless Breast of Chicken – Red wine Sauce
***
Broiled Filet of Salmon – White Wine Sauce
***
Roasted Red Mini New Potatoes with Olive Oil, Garlic & Rosemary
Medley of Seasonal Vegetables
***
Dinner Rolls & Butter
***
Individually Plated Chef choice Cake
garnished with fresh Berries & Raspberry Coulis
Coffee & Tea
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National Anthems
Jamaica
Eternal Father bless our land,
Guide us with thy mighty Hand
Keep us free from evil powers,
Be our light through countless hours.
To our Leaders Great Defender,
Grant true wisdom from above.
Justice, Truth be ours forever, Jamaica, land we love.
Jamaica, Jamaica, Jamaica land we love.
Teach us true respect for all, stir response to duty’s call,
Strengthen us the weak to cherish,
Give us vision lest we perish.
Knowledge send us Heavenly Father,
Grant true wisdom from above.
Justice truth be ours forever, Jamaica, land we love.
Jamaica, Jamaica, Jamaica land we love.

Canada
O Canada! Our home and native land!
True patriot love in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts we see thee rise,
the true North strong and free!
From far and wide, O Canada,
We stand on guard for thee.
God keep our land glorious and free!
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.
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With the compliments of

Proud to be a K.C. Old Boy
With our compliments

Michael B. Wong (Class of 1960)
- President
4742 14 Street NE Calgary, AB T2E 6L7
Phone: 1-866-735-5117 | Fax: 403-291-0126
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With the Compliments of

CONGRATULATIONS!
TO THE KINGSTON COLLEGE OLD BOYS IN CELEBRATION OF YOUR

38TH ANNUAL REUNION AND AWARDS BANQUET
BEST WISHES FROM PATTY PALACE ………..Jamaican Style Patties
Contact us: PH # 416-297-0541 / email - info@pattypalace.net
website: www.pattypalace.net
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With the Compliments of

JAMES K. LEE, CA, ACA
Chartered Accountant

Woodside Square, 1571 Sandhurst Circle, Suite 207,
Scarborough, Ontario, M1V 1V2
Telephone: (416) 284-0119
Fax: (416) 284-0110

Congratulations on your

38th Annual Reunion and
Awards Banquet
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Greetings from the U.K.

C ongratulations
on your

38th Annual Reunion

Douglas Lyn Cook (1947 - 1952)
Middlesex, England
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With the compliments of
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Congratulations from

Congratulations to
the alumni of Kingston College,
our North Street friends,
on your 38th Annual Reunion.
We wish you every success.
on your 38th Annual Reunion
& Awards Banquet

St. George’s College Old Boys Association,
Ontario Chapter.
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tribute to wally
W
A
L
L
B
E
R
G

-

warrior
artist
leader
loyal Fortis Old Boy
beacon of hope
effective teacher
rock
guardian of the fort

Wally fought for Kingston College in so many ways that students past, present and future should be
grateful. He was a warrior in the sense that he defended our alma mater through difficult economic times to
ensure scholastic, athletic and extracurricular activities of the students were never compromised.
He studied Art in England before returning to teach at his alma mater. The artist remained in Wally and
Art was just one of the subjects he taught. The artistic mind complemented the pragmatic leader. Subtle
nuances in approach coaxed full effort from each student or team as he led without fanfare. Simply an artist
artfully leading.
The Fortis Family was his family and every student who entered KC became part of the family. Loyalty to
the Family meant teaching, caring and looking out for the welfare of the boys.
In over fifty years numerous changes took place at the helm and Wally was always there to bridge the gaps
and provide coherent continuity.
Wally’s steadfast commitment to Kingston College provided a Beacon of Hope through the darkest and
most difficult times. He remained the Rock and Guardian of the Fort with just one goal it always seemed
and that was to keep Fortis values and goals intact. His dedication may be equalled by others but unlikely
ever to be surpassed.
Forever you will remain in our hearts. To your family we offer our condolences and thank them for sharing
you with us.
Fare thee well our brother.
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