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President’s Message

A

ccording to our Bylaws, our main
objectives as an association are as follows:
(a)
To perpetuate fraternal ties among past
students of Kingston College, Jamaica, living in
the Greater Toronto Area.
(b)
To provide financial support to Kingston College for the
furtherance of its activities as a
secondary educational institution in Jamaica.
(c) To provide material assistance to Kingston College
through the provision of books,
laboratory equipment and other
educational aids.
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This event is important to us as it
plays a major role in our efforts to adhere to the
mission of our organization as outlined in our
chapter’s bylaws. As such, it is with great pride
and joy that I welcome you to this our 41st Annual Reunion and Awards Banquet and I express
sincere gratitude for your support over the years.
At our 40th anniversary celebration last year
we had the pleasure of the current KC principal
Dave Myrie joining us as the guest speaker. In
his presentation, Mr. Myrie outlined his shortterm and long-term vision for KC and provided
some insights on how he planned to achieve that
vision. This year unfortunately Mr. Myrie will
not be here but instead has provided a comprehensive report of how things are progressing at
the school. As family, friends, and supporters
of the KC fraternity, I encourage you to take the
time to read the principal’s message which has a
wealth of information, and is a source of encouragement for your continued support of a truly
historic and important institution.

Tonight we are honouring two KC ladies among
us, Nichelle Prince and Maureen Smart. We
are recognizing the achievements of Nichelle
who is daughter of KC Old Boy Fabian Prince.
Nichelle represented Canada in the recent under-20 Women’s World Cup soccer tournament.
We will also be recognizing “KC Old Girl” Maureen Smart for years of unwavering service and
support to our organization and to Kingston
College. On behalf of the entire KC family I
congratulate Nichelle on all her achievements to
date, and to Maureen I say a big thank you for
many years of support to KCOBA Toronto.
I must make mention of the local Carpenters’
Union with whom we have had a long standing
and continuous relationship. I hereby thank the
Union for their most recent gift of an electronic
whiteboard for the Industrial Arts department
at KC. I also acknowledge the Faculty of Education at York University, our new “Partner in
Education” who instituted a Professional Development Programme this past August for the
teachers at KC. This programme is the brain
child of our own Life Director Alex “Franno”
Francis and I thank Franno, and the team from
York University for not only conceptualizing this
programme, but for also going out of their way
to ensure that the concept became a reality. The
York University team included Professor Carl
James, Associate Professor Andrea Davis, Associate Dean Celia Haig-Brown, and International
Education Coordinator Gaye Rawding.
This evening promises to be fun-filled as we
have an exciting lineup of food, entertainment,
prizes and surprises followed by hours of music
and dance that we always so eagerly anticipate. I
thank you again for coming out and supporting
our event and hope for a safe trip home at the
end of the proceedings.
FORTIS CADERE CEDERE NON POTEST
Lawrence Prendergast
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Greetings to the

KINGSTON COLLEGE
OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
Toronto Chapter

On behalf of the Kingston College Old Boys Association, Atlanta Chapter,
it is with great pleasure that I extend a hearty congratulation on your 41st
Annual Reunion and Awards Banquet.
I salute the honorees that are being recognized for their achievements, hard
work and dedication. You are deserving of all the accolades that are bestowed on you. Kudos to the Toronto Chapter for recognizing the contributions and achievements of the ladies among us.
President Prendergast and your team, please continue the stellar work you
have been doing. I hope you have an evening of warm celebrations and a
very successful Awards Dinner. I wish you all success in the years ahead
and look forward to your Chapter’s continued support of our beloved alma
mater, Kingston College.
Fortis Forever

Anthony A. Williams
President
KCOBA Georgia
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The Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations
(AJAA) hereby extends best wishes to Kingston College Old

Boys’ Association (Toronto Chapter) for a successful and memorable 41st
Reunion and Awards Banquet.
This year marks the 89th year that Kingston College has been in existence
and your work has assisted in preserving the great history and legacy of
this noble and historically important institution. On behalf of the AJAA, I
commend the notable accomplishments and work that is done on behalf of
your alma mater.
It is known that the Kingston College is a result of the vision of its founder,
Bishop Percival Gibson, who‘s idea to wrestle some of the problems of Jamaica’s youth through academic excellence and discipline, resulted in the
establishment of this great institution in Kingston Jamaica. Your association has worked impressively to help to provide the young students at KC
with a better opportunity to achieve their academic goals while instilling
the values required for becoming real men. Many have gone on to become
exemplary contributors to our society.
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The AJAA takes great pride in accomplishments and good works of its
members and we are extremely proud to have the Kingston College Old
Boys’ Association (Toronto Chapter) as a member of our team.
We are doubtless that you will to continue to do the wonderful and valuable
work that you do on behalf of our young People at KC and look forward
to continue working with your team as you continue to make invaluable
contributions to the AJAA and to your alma mater in Jamaica.
Sincerely

Wayne Swaby
President, The Alliance of Jamaican Alumni Associations (Toronto
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Profile – NICHELLE

PRINCE

Nichelle Prince,
daughter of Robin and Fabian
(KCOB, class of
1979) lives in
Ajax, Ontario,
where she resides with her
sisters, Christine and Kendra.
When
she
was
4 years old,
she
reluctantly followed in the footsteps of her
older sister, Christine, playing soccer and participating in track and field. It was evident then that she had
an aptitude for the beautiful game with her speed and an
instinctive ability to go for goal.
At Youth track and field, she still holds many records in
the 100m and 200m events. She represented Ontario at the
North American Hershey Championships, held in Hershey, Pennsylvania. She was a member of the Ontario Team
for five out of six years, missing only one year, due to a
conflict with the Canadian U12 soccer team that travelled
to Lyon, France that year to participate in a tournament for
the Danone Cup. The team placed 8th, - the best Canada
had ever done. In the five years she attended the Hershey
Games, Nichelle won one silver and four gold medals.
She also holds the Athletics Ontario records in the 100m
and 200m for the Bantam Age group (13-14 years old). At
age thirteen, she was selected to the Ontario team, by winning the 100m and 200m double at the Ontario Championship, competing against fifteen year old girls. At the National Championship, she won a Silver medal in the 200m
and a Bronze in the 100m, also competing against girls two
years older. She also participated in track and field meets at
the high school level. Then she finally made the decision to
retire from that sport and pursue her ambitions as a soccer
player.
Nichelle started playing soccer at a recreational level for 2
years, with girls, as well as with mixed teams. Her enjoyment at playing was tempered by the reality that there were
not many all-girl teams in her age group. As she clearly
excelled in the sport, it was decided to allow her to play

in the group 2 years older. There she could develop in a
disciplined setting to improve her natural abilities and her
knowledge of the game.
She joined an All Star Team which eventually became The
Ajax Predators, where Nichelle played for four years. Later,
she joined the Richmond Hill Raiders and finally the Pickering Soccer Club.
At age 15, her outstanding performances on those teams
earned her a spot on the U16 Provincial Soccer squad.
There her contribution assisted the team to win the Canadian National Championships. She won the Golden Boot
trophy for most goals scored in the tournament.
The following year, she led her Ontario Youth Soccer
League, Pickering club team not only to become League
Champions, Ontario Cup Champions, but also the Canadian National Club Champions. Once again, Nichelle
was invited to the U16 Provincial Team, where it, too, was
named National Champions. Again, she won the Golden
Boot. This made her the only Canadian to win back to back
Golden Boot awards in the same age group!
These accomplishments led to her selection on Canada’s
U17 Women World Cup team for the tournament held in
Azerbaijan in 2012.
At the end of that competition, she was invited to play in
the Four Nation Cup with the Women National Team,
held in China in January, 2013. After being called from the
bench, she scored the only goal against North
Korea.
This past summer, she was a key member of U20 Women
World Cup squad, which reached the Quarter Finals in Edmonton. She scored once, and had two assists.
She has travelled to many continents playing soccer and
participating in track and field. She secured an Athletic
Scholarship to Ohio State University where she led her Collegiate Women’s Soccer team in goals and points. She was
voted to the Big Ten freshman first team, and to the All-Big
Ten Second Team. In addition to her athletic accomplishments, she has maintained a 3.7 GPA (Grade Point Average, highest score - 4.0) in her studies whilst travelling with
both her Collegiate and National teams.
Nichelle takes her accomplishments in stride as she maintains her desire to represent her school and her country
with confidence and pride.
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Principal’s Message
I am extremely honoured to
be asked to send a message to
the KCOBA Toronto Chapter
for your Annual Souvenir
Magazine.; First and foremost, I would like to express
my heart-felt gratitude to you
for your continued support
of Kingston College through
your time, talent and financial
contributions.
Two years have now past since I commenced duties as
Headmaster of this prestigious institution. I therefore felt
it timely and appropriate to give you an update on the
steps we have taken over the past two years to improve
our school, along with the academic performance of our
students in the recent 2014 CSEC Examinations.
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A few of these initiatives are highlighted below.
General:
• Restructured the school - Melbourne is our
lower school campus and house first to third forms
(1-3); North Street is our upper school campus and
house fourth to sixth forms (4-6).
• Created a dedicated sixth for block
• Re-vamped the curriculum – math and English are
now taught every day from first through to
third forms
• Developed curriculum guides for all levels
• Developed a behaviour management policy
• Developed a staff handbook
• Implemented the Helen Douglas Academic Awards
programme
• Implemented a staff incentive scheme.
• Implemented a School Database System
• Implemented a PBX system
• The behaviour management policy has now been
incorporated into a booklet which was given to
all students at the beginning of the 2014-15
school year
• Implemented the Kingston College Online School
The following improvements/repairs were made to the
Melbourne Campus in July/August 2013):
• Repair of Table Tennis Room (ceiling, painting and
general repairs)
• Patching of walls inside and outside of classrooms
(entire school was done)
• Construction of eating area (120ft by 60ft)
• Construction of a tuck shop and tiling of the same
• Fencing of the football field
• Paving of entrance to football field

• Tiling of twenty two (22) classrooms (Porcelain)
• Tiling of Biology lab. (Porcelain)
• Tiling of Computer Lab. (Porcelain) and installation of
new computers
• Tiling of one section of the corridor (Porcelain)
• Tiling of the Library (Porcelain) and installation of
computers
• Painting of the entire compound to include all class
rooms
• Repairing of Office for Father Powell
• Installation of Air conditioning units in staff room
• Repairing of English Staff room
• Repairing of the Guidance Counsellor’s Office Roof
• Building of storage area beside Table Tennis room
• Constructing of office for visiting coaches and match
officials
• Rewiring of the entire the entire campus (installation of
outlets in every classroom)
• Installing of ceiling fans in20 classrooms
• Building of 40 Combination benches for the
lunch area
• Building and installing white boards in 19 classroom
• Installing notice board around the compound and in
ten (10) classrooms
• Paving walk way connecting the multi-purpose
building to the grade eight (8) block
• Tiling/and significant repairs to student bathrooms
• Waterproofing of the roofs of the Grades 7 & 8 Blocks
(funded by KC Trust)
• Outfitting twenty four (24) classrooms with new
desks and chairs
• Refurbishing all work stations in the Biology lab
• Paving of area that will be used as an after school
waiting area
• Installation of grills to all staircase entrance
• Installation of Windows and A/C in staffroom
• Building of two gazebos (PTA support)
• Securing and planting of flowers around the front
of the campus
(Support was received from Churchill Neita).
The following improvements/repairs were made to the
Melbourne Campus (July/August 2014):
• Re-painted all buildings
• Renovated and air conditioned the English Staff Room.
• Refurbished Students’ desk and chairs
The following improvements/repairs were made to the
North Street Campus July/August 2013):
• 20 classrooms were outfitted with new desks and chairs.
• The 6th Form Block was outfitted with padded lecture
chairs.
• Teachers received new desks and chairs.
• The staff room was air-conditioned.
• The roof of the staff room was waterproofed
(funded by KC Trust)
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• The main office was fully refurbished by a former
parent and benefactor of the school.
• Re-painted some buildings.
• The main entrance gate to the North Street Campus
was replaced and the entire entrance given a wellneeded facelift (with support from Michael McMorris
and Audley Hewett).
• Landscaping of the front entrance of the school
(support was received from Churchill Neita)
• Built four (4) new classrooms.
• A new school bus was purchased and the old bus fully
refurbished; therefore, the school now has two
(2) large passenger buses and one small delivery bus at
its disposal. A new bike was also acquired 		
(Fortis pavilion) which is being used by the bearer.
These purchases were made possible from 		
generous contribution from old boys and friends of
Kingston College.
The following improvements/repairs were made to the
North Street Campus (July/August 2014)
• Tiling of the entire 5th Form (Grade 11) Block which
include the Grade Coordinators’ Office and the
Spanish Room
• Constructed a new computer Lab
• Renovated the other existing computer labs
• Completely renovated the Art Room
• Renovated the Book Shop
• Renovated the Biology Lab installing stainless steel tables
• Renovated the Industrial Arts Department
• The roof of the Grade 11 Block was waterproofed
(funded by KC Dev. Trust) and windows 			
will be changed by the end of this term.
• The entire campus was re-wired to enable the installation
of outlets for the use of technology in all classroom
• The entire North Street campus was re-painted inside
and out.
The next phase of our infrastructural plan remains the
completion of the Douglas Forrest Building which is expected to house a state of the art Library and Technology
Centre. This project, scheduled to start in June 2014, is
yet to get off the ground and we implore stakeholders to
get on board so that this dream can be accomplished.
Academically, the results coming out of the 2014 CXC
Exams reveal that the school has performed fairly well in
most areas; highlights of which are set out below. In CSEC,
quantum leaps were made in Mathematics and Additional
Mathematics over last year with Mathematics moving from
70.4% to 88.2% and Additional Mathematics moving from
55.6% to 89.3%. It is interesting to note that of the 365 students who sat Mathematics, 224 received a Grade 1 or 2. In
English Language, there was a marginal improvement over
last year moving from 81.2% to 81.7%. However, like Mathematics, the vast majority of students achieved a Grade 1 or
2. Of the 333 students entered, 207 students achieved Grade
1 or 2.

Three year performance of English Language, Mathematics
and Additional mathematics
		
%		
%		
%
Subject		Passing		Passing		Passing
		
2014		
2013		
2012
English A
81.7		
81.2		
75.2
Mathematics 88.2		
70.4		
65.8
Additional
89.3		
55.6
Was not
Mathematics					offered
It is important to state that Mathematics and English are
compulsory for ALL Fifth Form students.
There were creditable performances in a number of other
areas. These include; Integrated Science (100%), Biology (90.6%), Human & Social Biology (90.4%), E.D.P.M.
(98.2%), Information Technology (98.4%), Principles of
Business (91.6%) and Religious Education (91.3%).
Two hundred and seventy-two (272/332) or 81.9% of the
students who sat the exams passed five (5) or more subjects.
Seventy-five (75) students passed ten (10) or more subjects.
Our top students for CSEC are Kadeem Campbell (Schools’
Challenge Quiz Champion) and Justin Henry who both
achieved eleven (11) ones with eight (8) distinctions.
In CAPE, the performance was good overall. Of the sixteen
(16) Unit 1 subjects done, eleven (11) achieved a minimum
average of 90% with six (6) subjects (Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Geography, Physics and Spanish)
achieving a 100% pass. For Unit 2, of the fourteen (14)
Units done, twelve (12) achieved a minimum average of
90% with eight (8) subjects (Biology, Caribbean Studies,
Chemistry, Computer Science, Geography, History, Management of Business and Physics) achieving a 100% pass.
Our top students for CAPE Unit 1 are Shaquille Shaw (Track
& Field Athlete & Deputy Head Boy) and Xavier McFarlane
who both achieved four (4) ones and one (1) two. Current
Head Boy, Mark Lewis, also achieved four (4) ones and one
(1) two. For CAPE Unit 2, John-Luke Foster achieved five
(5) ones and one (1) two and Dajour Collins achieved five
(5) ones.
Our boys also shone on the national stage with Kadeem
Campbell placing 3rd in Jamaica’s top ten for French and
Nicklaus Farr placing 6th for Additional Mathematics at
the CSEC level. For CAPE, three (3) students placed in Jamaica’s top ten for GMED with Bedard Badal copping 4th
place, Kadrean Green placing 8th and Romario Cumbers
taking 9th position. Dajour Collins placed 1st in Unit 2
Chemistry.
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We have also placed focus on staff development and with
the help and support of Mr. (Frano) Francis, from your
chapter, Professor Carl James and colleagues from the
Faculty of Education York University, led a four day staff
development programme at the school (August 25 – 28).
This programme was relevant to our needs and was well
delivered and received. The programme will continue each
year as we seek to invest in our teachers and in so doing
improve the overall performance of our students and our
school.

We are cognizant that the work has only just begun but
we are convinced and resolved that with God’s help, hardwork and commitment to excellence we will see Kingston
College – Our School continue the dream and vision of
Bishop Gibson. Your role in this process has been and continues to be a significant one and I look forward to your
continued support in this our common quest.
Fortis Forever.
Dave Myrie
Principal

Programme
RECEPTION HOUR 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Dinner 8:00 PM
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Opening Remarks
Chris Hayles (MC)
National Anthem of Canada & Jamaica
Grace
The Reverend Joyce Barnett
President’s Remarks
Lawrence Prendergast
PRESENTATION OF AWARDS
Awards presented by Norman Wallace
Maureen Smart – for service to KCOBA Toronto
Nichelle Prince – For achievements in sports
Entertainment
Chris Hayles
Prizes & Giveaways
Devon Saunders
Vote of Thanks
Oliver Lopez
CASH BAR/DANCE
D.J. Mark Anthony

Menu

Garden Salad with Balsamic Vinaigrette
Chicken Supreme, Lemon Thyme
Citrus Beurre Blanc and Grilled Salmon with selection
of Veggies and Roasted Potatoes
Dessert: Mango Charlotte on a Rainbow of Fruit Coulis
Coffee, Tea, - Rolls and Butter

FLY JAMAICA
The GLENERIN INN and The SPA
GRACE KENNEDY (ONTARIO) INC.
THE JOY Of HARVEST
AJAX HOME HARDWARE
DEVON SAUNDERS
GARY M. HARPER

SOMETHING GRAPHIC

Please support our donors
&
advertisers who have
contributed to the
success of this event.
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Profile
Maureen Elaine Smart
By Norman Wallace

The longevity and
achievements of the
KCOBA,
Toronto
Chapter, is due not
only to the hard work
and personal sacrifices of its many past and
present Board of Directors and Old Boys,
but also to the unsung
lady volunteers who
give unstintingly of
their time and effort.

One such lady is Maureen Elaine Smart.
A Certified Administrative Professional, Maureen has
worked for several leading organizations in Jamaica
and in Canada. Before migrating to Canada in 1992,
she was the Executive Assistant to the Managing Partner at Coopers & Lybrand, now Price Waterhouse

Coopers, in Jamaica. Most recently in Toronto, she
was an Executive Assistant at JPMorgan Chase Bank
Canada.
Maureen’s volunteer experiences include, but not limited to being Board Secretary of the Jamaica Canadian
Association. There she was part of the dynamic group
which acquired its present home at 995 Arrow Road,
Toronto.
Miss Smart, a St. Catherine High School Old Girl, attended her first KCOBA event in 1993. Ever since, she
has made the KCOBA Annual Spring Dance and the
Annual Reunion & Awards Banquet part of her annual
calendar. She has given unwavering support to the Association in most of its activities including Soccer Fest.
Because Maureen likes cooking, and her belief that the
Association should not pay to prepare food, “you are
giving away your profit,” her initial involvement with
the Toronto Chapter was in the kitchen. She has now
joined the ranks of the long list of “KC Girls” who have
played their part in ensuring that the KCOBA sustain
its support to its alma mater.
Warmest Congratulations on your well deserved
Recognition and Award.
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Barry Huie
Scholarship
By Lance Seymour

Barrington Wintrose Huie – but to most

simply, Barry - was the former president of our association, 1985 to 1988. He was the co- founder of the
AJAA in 1988, and the co-founder of its SoccerFest.
He passed away in the summer of 2012.
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The family donated the funds
collected at his
memorial service
to the Association
specifically for a
Scholarship Fund.
It was open to any
Kingston College
student who had been accepted to pursue post-secondary studies.
Akeem Thorpe, profile attached, was the first
recipient of the Scholarship.

Akeem Thorpe
My Profile

I am a highly self-motivated, hardworking

individual intent on success, intent on doing well. “Delays are dangerous” a saying my
mother would hammer into my ears when
I was younger; therefore whenever I have a
task, I start and complete it as quickly and
as efficiently as possible, always to the best
of my ability.

I’m very organized, quite meticulous, and somewhat
robotic as some of my colleagues may say. I’m a bit
of a perfectionist, but not excessively so. I don’t have

many hobbies, but like most people I enjoy singing,
however bad I may be at it, and I enjoy writing , however my work is usually for my own entertainment.
I’m not a huge fan of sports, but I do enjoy watching Lawn tennis, Track and field and playing chess.
Though I am no book worm, I do love to read, from
Fiction to non-fiction to education literature and
everything in-between. It’s a hobby that brings new
knowledge with the turn of every page and so I enjoy
it thoroughly.
I ought to mention that I have quite an appetite for
art, craft and especially music. From classical to modern, I feed on creativity
and artistic expressions;
they are to me, seeds of
inspiration that assist in
keeping my mind broad
and my knowledge
equally undifferentiated. As it pertains to my
studies, I thrive on the
quote “Don’t practice
something until you get
it right, practice until
you can’t get it wrong.”
These particular words
have played a big part in
grooming me into the
hard worker I am today.
As a former captain of the School’s Challenge Quiz
Team, I am well aware of the needs for success, and
I make none of those requirements go unfulfilled as
I strive daily towards my goals. Currently I’m a student at the University of the West Indies (Mona)
where I study Chemistry, Biology, Microbiology and
Biochemistry. It is my intention to go on to major in
biochemistry, and in the very near future, I should
complete my first degree. Then move on to become a
Medical doctor and thereafter, a Pathologist.
Kingston College has contributed tremendously to
every aspect of my development, making me the person I am today. The School has implanted in me unyielding foundations to be taken with me wherever
I go, and to help me grow and succeed in whatever
I do.
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J. O. S. Ju
I had to ace the Zoology Laboratory Examinations. This would be one of the final tests in my
final year at Kingston College -- the Cambridge
Higher School Certificate. The test was a gruelling three hours conducted in the Laboratory
under the scrutiny of Biology teachers.
It would involve dissections of an animal that could
be, say, a rat, cane toad, rabbit, dogfish, earthworm,
cockroach or whatever reptile, mammal or fish was
deemed admissible by the examination committee.
There would also be preparation and identification
of microscope sections. Sketches, notes and observations had to be recorded in a neat and precise manner as the written portion of this test.
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By Ber

Cane toads, or bull frogs as they were commonly referred to in Jamaica, are grotesque slimy amphibians
covered with large unsightly warts. When threatened, they puff themselves up to twice their normal
size and exude a milky toxic substance to ward off
attackers. On several occasions when I went roaming
in the bush, my dogs would try to attack the toads
and then had to withdraw suddenly whenever they
contacted the toxin. Jamaicans commonly referred
to this substance as cocobey. A gentleman once told
me that direct human contact with cocobey often
resulted in the person developing warts similar to
the toad’s. I did not doubt him since his own skin
seemed to suggest he had had such an experience.

Fellow students Arnoldo Ventura and Errol Lecky
agreed with this hunch of mine: we planned to do
The student would be responsible for euthanizing
some practice runs. (They did not even know of my
any live specimens to ensure a merciful end to the
fear of these creatures because it would not be wise
creature’s life. Eric Frater, our
to admit to that in those days
Biology teacher, had repeatat K.C.) We then decided
edly emphasized that disthat a marshy area on UWI
sections had to be executed
grounds was the best place to
carefully and responsibly. A
catch some bullfrogs. Lecky
nicked blood vessel that sent
and Ventura rode their biblood spurting would result
cycles to this location, while I
in, “Good Heavens, man, try
rode the bus carrying a large
to be like a surgeon and not a
brown paper bag that would
butcher!” Neither was squeahold the captured creatures. I
mishness tolerated. After all,
prayed silently for the nerve
just a few months before,
to hold them in my bare
he had arranged for us to
hands.
view a Post Mortem at the Kingston Public Hospital
morgue!
The bullfrogs we hunted, chased and caught were
the stuff that nightmares were made of. The coarse
Inspired by Mr. Frater, Zoology became my favourite
amphibian skin was awash in cocobey! I manoeusubject. For the few days that preceded the test I fovred my role so that the two guys effected the capcused on it completely. I tried to guess which animal
ture, while I held the bag open. Once the toad was
would be required for the main portion of the test. I
plopped in the bag, I quickly closed the top and
slept on it, as the saying goes, and then I had a strong
tried to ignore the contents. After we had four or five
hunch that it was going to be the cane toad. I shudspecimens, Ventura and Lecky bicycled back to K.C.
dered because I had a great abhorrence bordering on
while I rode the bus with my bag of toads.
fear for this creature.
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ump – Up!

rt Reid

After a few minutes on the Papine bus, the bullfrogs
got restless in their confined space. I tore open the
breathing hole a little wider. A girl sitting beside me
in the aisle seat peered over in my bag. It was then
that the first toad jumped from the bag and almost
into her lap. It did not land in there, because while
emitting an earsplitting scream, she propelled herself
in a trajectory
that
defied
gravity! The
four remaining
toads quickly
jumped free
and I was left
holding
the
empty bag.

a whole heap ah bullfrog ina de bus!”
The conductor then pounced on me and with her
face mere inches from mine and spittle sprayed me
as she commanded, “tek every strikin’ bullfrog an
yusellf offa de bus”!

Hu m i l i a t i o n
and anger dispelled my fear
of handling the
toads. I crawled
around on the
dirty bus floor
and reached
under
seats
grabbing and
“O Jesus
then stuffing
Christ Al‘every
strikmighty, have
ing bull frog’
mercy on me! “
into an even smaller bag. The grumbling passengers,
many of whom had got off, boarded the bus again. I
The massive woman, who sat one seat ahead, prayed did not even think of getting back on. I guess they
loudly as she tried vainly to heave herself out to the had thrown me off the bus but not ‘under the bus’
aisle. She whinnied like a horse trapped in a burning as the saying goes. I clutched the bag securely and
barn. Her large lips quivered with anguish. The leap- waited a good hour for the next bus.
ing and yelling that started with my seatmate soon
engulfed the entire bus. It rocked with the shifting (It was many years later, before I told anyone about
weight as people and toads did a random dance. The this incident.)
agility of the passengers especially the women young
and old, with and without hobble skirts, was jaw - A few days later, we had the Lab exam. The animal sedropping. Profanities hung thick in the air!
lected for dissection was a Dogfish, lifeless of course,
<and not a toad> and we had to display its Central
The bus braked violently. The driver shouted, “what Nervous System!
the f**** a happen back dere?” The conductor, herself scared of toads, was yelling for calm. Many pas- Thank God, no cocobey!
sengers wanted the driver “fe hopen de door and
mek wi get outta here!”
Note: Mr. Eric Frater passed away on October 2, 2014
at the UWI Hospital. He was 92 years old. May his
I thought of abandoning ship, too, but then my prior soul rest in peace.
seatmate told the conductor that ``is dat bway leggo
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THE GEORGE THOMPSON
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
AWARDS
By Dr. Glen Laman

When Coach Thompson died in 2008 he was
eulogized as a responsible, fun-loving student
who grew into a humble, generous man, who
cared about his family, students and players,
not only on the on the field of play or exclusively
at Kingston College. He gave of
his time and resource selflessly,
without expecting or receiving
much in return.
In 2009, the KCOBA Atlanta chapter established the
George Thompson
Memorial
Scholarship Fund
in his honor at the
urging of Atlanta
director Whylie
Chambers. That year one student at KC received an
award. This year, the fund has increased the amount
of funds allocated for awards for the 2014/15 academic year – 30 KC students will now receive awards
and two Old Boys attending UWI Mona will receive
scholarships.

and the scholarship provided a subsidy for them.
This year, in this challenging economic climate, it
was a joy to hear that the number of scholarships
had increased to 30. It is to be noted that much
consideration is always taken before a student is
awarded one of these scholarships. His academic
performance has to be above average, he must
participate in an extra-curricular activity and
need must be established through the Guidance
& Counseling Department. The Sports Master
is often consulted as we try as much as possible
to assist the needy student-athlete who does work
that is of acceptable school standard.
According to Yuchen Moodie, a UWI student and
According to Yuchen Moodie, a UWI student and
2013 recipient of an old boy award, “the George
Thompson Memorial scholarship fund has shown
me that no matter the obstacles or barriers one faces
in life, through hard work one can accomplish his
career choice. One of my career goals in life is to be
a historian, and this scholarship fund has created
an avenue in accomplishing this career goal. Many
thanks to my Kingston College family who made attending University of the West Indies Mona as a registered student possible.”
Bishop Taylor spoke glowingly of his Senior Prefect,
who earned the respect of his peers while at school,
by his quiet and consistent example. He recalled
George’s making sure all the boys under his charge
ate lunch, even if he had to put up the funds. This was
but a prelude to his later years when George Thompson was in charge of the school’s canteen, guaranteeing that his football team was fed, while often having
to use his own resources to keep the canteen afloat.

Here is what KC’s Vice Principal, Marguerita Hall,
had to say about the scholarship fund:

The scholarship fund has two components: the student scholarships and the Old Boys’ Scholarships.

Gifton Wright was one of the first recipients of the
scholarship. The scholarship enabled him to prepare for the Scripps National Spelling Competition in Washington, DC. This not only put KC on
the map but Jamaica as well.
The students at universities offset some of their
expenses and were able to concentrate on their
studies. While I am not sure of the results of the
others, Yuchen Moodie has done well and is forever grateful.
Last year several athletes qualified to be promoted to 6th Form but were financially challenged

Since its inception, the George Thompson Memorial
Scholarship Fund has provided awards to over 75
students at KC and 17 Old Boys attending university.
George Thompson would be very happy to see that
the fund established in his honor continues his legacy of service and care for students at Kingston College.
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BEEF•CHICKEN•VEGETABLE•WHOLESALE•RETAIL•TAKE OUT
“4 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU”
2517 Eglinton W. Toronto ON

6210 Finch Ave West - Unit 102

53 Kennedy Rd. N. Brampton ON

364 Signet Dr. North York ON

(1 Stop Light East of Keele St.)

(1 Block West of Kipling)

(1 Block North Of Queen St.)

(1 Block South of Steeles)

416-657-0108

416-741-3519

905-454-8882

416-743-1582
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Bespoke Tailoring...

Specializing in... Men Shirts & Suits

Gary Harper 416-839-9725

jcharper.ca
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Don’t do it on your own!

Allow a mortgage professional with more than 10 years experience assist you
with any of the following:
• Purchasing a new home
• Refinancing to consolidate debts and reduce your monthly obligations
• Negotiate your renewal to ensure you are getting the best offer and product on the market
Using the equity in your home to:
Renovate and increase the value of your home
Purchase additional investment properties (residential or commercial),
lnvestment in mortgages or any other instruments for a better return
Pay your children’s tuition fee

KINGSTON COLLEGE OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION (TORONTO CHAPTER) • FORTY FIRST REUNION • 2014

416 - 499 - 9500
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41st Reunion
and Awards Banquet
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Message for the Toronto Chapter of Kingston College Old Boys
Association on the occasion of their 2014 Reunion and
Awards Banquet

Fortis Brothers, friends and colleagues in Toronto,
I bring you greetings from the KCOBA and congratulate you for again holding your
annual fundraising Reunion Dinner and Awards Function. The Toronto Chapter has
held many successful Reunion Dinners, and no doubt, this one will extend that record of success. As you gather once again - to share ideas, memories, have fun, raise
funds and to recognize Fortis excellence – I trust that you will your time of fellowship
and fraternity in true Fortis fashion!
Congratulations to this year’s honourees – your commitment and service are duly
recognised, and we are proud of your achievements and contributions.
We are also proud of the work of the Toronto Chapter in continuing to support Kingston College via sterling fundraising activities such as this one. Through your efforts,
the School has received, among other things, laboratory equipment and computers;
students have received scholarships, and athletes, financial support. The success of
this Reunion Dinner will allow Toronto to bring to life even more of your plans.
We also extend congratulations to KCOBA Toronto’s President, Lawrence Prendergast, for the sterling work he is doing in leading the chapter. We thank you, Fortis
Lawrence, and hope for you and the Chapter all the success as you continue in your
endeavours and join us in the vision to make Kingston College the greatest school in
the Caribbean.
In 2015, Kingston College celebrates 90 years of existence, and as we stand on the
cusp of that milestone. The KCOBA looks forward to partnering with the Toronto
and other chapters in making that a spectacular celebration.
Wishing you all the best and many, many more years of service to Kingston College!
Fortis Forever!
Dr Patrick Dallas
President, KCOBA
Kingston, Jamaica
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SOCCERFEST CHAMPIONS

W

inning back to back Championship in 2009 and 2010
and failing to complete the hattrick, the coaching staff of the Fortis Boys was determined to defend
its 2013 title in another attempt to
“three-peat” come 2015.
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Head Coach Paul Chong prepared
the team with the utmost rigour
physically and mentally. Because
historically we had this “soon
come, soon come”
mentality
and
showed up late
for games, before
the big day a final
phone call to every single player
stressed the importance of being
on time for the
first match at 9:00
am Sunday morning.
An early 2-0 win
against
Charlie
Smith, our main
contender for the
zone, set the tone for the rest of
the day. Game two was a carbon
copy of the first: we took the fight
to Munro/Hampton early and secured a well deserved 3-0 victory.
With qualification for the quarterfinal almost assured, Coach Chong
resorted to many of his substitutes
for the third and final game of the
first round.
The depth of talent of the squad
shone through with a 4 -1 victory
over Edwin Allen for the second
successive year: we conceded the

Four times in Six Years

first and only goal of the tournament.
The Quarter Finals pitted us against
the formidable Dinthill Technical.
The match was very physical and
the score was tied in full and extra
time: a penalty shoot – out settled
the eventual winner, 5 -3.
This provided the Purple Ambassadors with the perfect opportunity

standard. After a 4- all tie, Shawn
Dixon sent KC into the finals after
Goalkeeper Robert Calka saved
Rusea’s penalty.
With one game away from victory,
Manager Norman Wallace revved
up the team with a FORTIS exhortation that KC ‘never say die” and
the importance of the crest on their
chest. De College was now the
school to beat and the Final promised to be an exciting contest with
first time finalist, Lennon High.
They bumped off
some of the more
fancied schools
throughout the
day.
Was there an upset in the making?

for the Semi-finals. Kingston College had to rely on their past
performances and experience to
keep their nerves in check as a sudden death would decide the finalist.
Many time champion Rusea High
and today’s favourite reached the
Semi-Finals with us. The Fortis
squad had to dig deep to withstand the relentless pressure from
them. Between both teams there
were some 10-15 players playing in the top leagues in the GTA,
thus performances were of a high

Like last year our
team played the
Final without our
captain, Richard
West. This year,
we stepped up the pace to ensure
his absent again would not affect
the team- play. Lennon High made
the mistake of playing for a draw
as they played defensively for most
of the match, and hardly came into
the 18-yard box. Having won both
previous games on penalties and
with our Goalie a leading contender for the Barry Huie Trophy
for outstanding GK, we knew they
were making a big mistake. K.C.
won on penalties, 5 – 3!
Our heartiest congratulations to
the persevering coaching staff!
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Message to KCOBA Toronto
Forty-one years of continuous service is remarkable and epitomizes loyalty, determination and commitment.
The Kingston College Old Boys’ Association Toronto chapter was established on
December 9, 1973 and has since provided continuous service and support to our
alma mater, Kingston College, as well as the Greater Toronto area. In this regard,
President Rainford Perry and the entire Board of Directors of KCOBA USA Inc.
(New York Chapter) wish to congratulate the KCOBA Toronto chapter on its 41st
Annual Reunion and Awards Banquet. We also extend our heartiest congratulations
to your honorees - Ms. Maureen Smart and Ms. Nichelle Prince.
President Lawrence Prendergast, your Chapter’s longevity and stability are a reflection of its leadership over these many years. Accordingly, we would like to salute you
and your Board of Directors for maintaining this admirable feat. For us, your Association’s continuous and unwavering support to Kingston College, in particular,
cannot be overstated. It is indisputable that, at this time, the needs of our beloved
institution are numerous and ongoing. Therefore, to truly satisfy the many needs
of our alma mater, we must have constant, sustained and combined efforts from all
stakeholders. Thank you KCOBA Toronto for being a true ambassador to the movement.
KCOBA USA Inc. hopes that you and the entire KC family and friends gathered at
your Forty First Annual Reunion and Awards Banquet will have a wonderful and
memorable evening.
Fortis Progress!

George B. Bell ’85

Director, KCOBA USA Inc.
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Message from

Kingston College Development
Trust Fund
The Kingston College Development Trust Fund (K.C.D.T.F.) wishes through
this message to “big up” the Toronto Chapter of the K. C.O.B.A. on the celebration of the 41st anniversary of service to the Alma Mater. We congratulate and
thank those who served the Chapter well over the years and the present leadership as they continue to promote the Kingston College ideals and to support
and nurture the present crop of boys in the College.
The K.C.D.T.F. continues to work hard to fund annually a School development
project identified by the School Board and at the same time to build up a Capital Fund Foundation which will earn funds for development projects in perpetuity. In 2012 the project funded was the installation of windows on the North
Street Campus. In 2013 and 2014 the projects have been roof repairs and water
proofing.
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Three years ago the various Chapters of the old Boys Association were asked to
pledge and deliver an annual sum to the Trust. Thanks and congratulations to
the Toronto Chapter for making and faithfully fulfilling that pledge.
Kingston College with its new management has experienced recent marked
improvement in its infrastructure and has received a favourable rating from
the National Education Inspectorate. This obviously is a time for all K.C. patriots to join in the rallying call for support for the School and its institutions
like Old Boys Association and the Development Trust Fund. Let us all be missionaries for the cause.
On behalf of the KC.D.T.F. I encourage the Toronto Chapter to continue its
good work and hope that the Reunion and Awards Banquet will be a great success. Fortis!

Woodburn Miller
Chairman K.C.D.T.F
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Lawrence Prendergast
President
Oliver Lopez
Vice President

Everard Hoo
Treasurer

Dalkeith Francis
Secretary

Maurice Patterson
Assistant Secretary
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Wayne Stephens
Director

Lance Seymour
Director

Norman Wallace
Director

Robert Morais
Director

Alex Francis
Life Director

James Hart
Life Director

Dr. Frederick McIntosh
Life Director

Dale Keizs
Life Director
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GREETINGS FROM THE U. K.
CONGRATULATIONS
on your
41st ANNUAL REUNION & AWARDS BANQUET
and to
T H E H O N O U R E E S !!

DOUGLAS LYN COOK (1947 – 1952)
Middlesex, England
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